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*SL: Scolex Length; SW: Scolex Width; Pbo: Pars Bothrialis; Bow: Width of Bothrium; Pv:
Length of Pars Vaginalis; Pb: Pars Bulbosa; BuL: Length of Bulb; Buw: Width of Bulb;
BuWLR: Bulb Width Length Ratio; Ppb: Pars Postbulbosa; BaSwD: Diameter of Basal Swelling;
TeWMe: Tentacle Width at Metabasal Armature; TeWd: Tentacle Width at Distal Region of
Tentacle; TeL: Length of Tentacle; NHoRoBA: Number of Hook Rows at Basal Armature;
NPHMeAr: Number of Principal Hooks at Metabasal Armature; NRoBHAMH: Number of Rows
of Billhooks Anterior to Level of Macrohook; NRoPsMH: Number of Rows Posterior to
Macrohook; NPHD: Number of Principal Hooks at Distal Region of Tentacle; MHL: Length of
Macrohook; MHB: Base Length of Macrohook; HOLMHL: Length of Hooks Lateral to
Macrohook; HOLMHB: Base Length of Hooks Lateral to Macrohook; PUnHANSL: Length of
Proximal Uncinate Hooks at Antibothrial Surface; PUnHANSB: Base Length of Proximal
Uncinate Hooks at Antibothrial Surface; MeHANtSL: Length of Metabasal Hooks at Antibothrial
Surface; MeHANtSB: Base Length of Metabasal Hooks at Antibothrial Surface; MeHEXSL:
Length of Metabasal Hooks at External Surface; MeHEXSB: Base Length of Metabasal Hooks
at External Surface; MeHBoSL: Length of Metabasal Hooks at Bothrial Surface; MeHBo0SB:
Base Length of Metabasal Hooks at Bothrial Surface; NrTe: Number of Testes; NrPrPoTe:
Number of Preporal Testes; NrPoPoTe: Number of Postporal Testes; NrAnPoTe: Number of
Antiporal Testes; NrPoOvTe: Number of Postovarian Testes.
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Abstract

In order to evaluate the trypanorhynch cestodes of Aetobatus flagellum from the
Persian Gulf, the intestines of 15 longheaded eagle rays were examined off Hormozgan
Province, resulted in identification of Hispidorhynchus australiensis. The prevalence,
intensity, abundance, and mean intensity were 20%, 3-15, 2+4.8 and 10%6.2,
respectively. New host and locality records are established for H. australiensis. The new
locality record expands the geographical distribution of this cestode species from
Northern Territory, Australia to the northwestern Indian Ocean. In the Indian Ocean,
where the geographic distributions of the type host, Aetobatus ocellatus and A. flagellum
overlap, host switching probably occurred by the common food sources of the two eagle
ray species, namely by the invertebrates played a role in the life cycle of the parasite. The
Iranian specimens were morphologically consistent with the description and redescription
of H. australiensis, i.e., the type and voucher specimens of the Northern Territory,
Australia. The Iranian specimens of the Persian Gulf were also morphologically
consistent with the 10 vouchers of H. australiensis from the Arafura Sea (AHC 29493
10), loaned from the South Australian Museum for comparison. Although the shape and
size of the hooks, and the armature pattern of the Iranian specimens were similar to those
of the Australian type material and vouchers, the size of the scolex and its internal organs
were greater in the Iranian specimens. This issue is considered here as the intraspecific
variations. The metric comparison of H. australiensis is presented for the specimens of
the Persian Gulf and the Australian type material and vouchers in a table. Three Iranian
vouchers were deposited in the Natural History Museum of Geneva, Switzerland
(MHNG-PLAT-0157453), ensuring accessibility for researchers.
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